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CABINET DECISIONS - REVIEW 

49. Mr T. BUSWELL to the Premier: 
I refer to comments reported in The Bulletin on 7 March from former Western Australian Premier Carmen 
Lawrence, when she said that it was up to this government to review cabinet decisions on all projects associated 
with Brian Burke and Julian Grill, including -  

whether they had an effect on the final decision-making even if the ministers involved were not affected 
by the Burke-Grill lobbying. 

(1) How many cabinet decisions were made on the recommendation of disgraced former ministers Norm 
Marlborough, the member for Riverton and the member for Murchison-Eyre? 

(2) What action has the Premier taken to ensure that these cabinet decisions are reviewed in a thorough and 
independent manner? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
(1)-(2) On a number of fronts I find the question remarkable; remarkable for the audacity of the member who 

asked the question to dare get on his feet and ask questions of this nature.  Is the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition the member who squatted down in a car out there in the darkness with Noel Crichton-
Browne so that no-one could see him, concocted the evidence that he was about to provide to the 
Corruption and Crime Commission, and went there and gave his evidence in concert? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Was that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition or was it some other person who 
somehow or other now occupies his seat?  Does Noel Crichton-Browne exercise any influence over the 
government? 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Are you answering the question?  You are here to answer the question. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I feel bad about doing this but I just have to, don’t I, member for Nedlands? 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Premier, you don’t have to. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  There I was taking a stroll at lunchtime.  I picked up a copy of the Subiaco Post and 
what did I see?  It is a good story.  The front page is headed - 

Lib ‘disgusted’ by the party 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is in this week’s edition and is available for everybody to look at.  It is a good story.  
Actually, it is all about how the member for Cottesloe is unfairly treated, according to the member for Nedlands, 
but the tail end of the story states - 

Ms Walker, the shadow Attorney-General, sees the latest lapse - 

That is related to the member for Cottesloe - 

as part of a much wider swell in the Liberal Party against her and others who openly oppose the 
influence of former senator Noel Crichton-Browne. 

. . . 

. . . her supporters say she despairs that his influence is as strong now as it was when he was in the 
party. 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Member for Vasse, it says - 

They say that many Liberal MPs owe their endorsements, and their seats in parliament, to him and his 
supporters. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Now that we are in an open forum, I ask the member for Nedlands: was she by any 
chance referring to the member for Vasse? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  What hypocrisy this is! 
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Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The audacity of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition!  He was fingered by his own 
shadow Attorney General, whom we know, holding such an important office, would not go out and make false or 
misleading statements.  We must therefore assume that what she is saying is absolutely true.  Who would know 
more about the internal workings of the Liberal Party than the shadow Attorney General, who has suffered at the 
hands of the monstrous Noel Crichton-Browne, and who sees his evil influence still at work with the Deputy 
Leader of the Liberal Party sitting in that chair opposite? 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Is the member for Nedlands saying that he is not one of the people she was referring 
to? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I guess therein lies the problem with directing comments towards the 
member for Nedlands, because she has a loud voice and I hear it. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Mr Speaker, I enjoy the contributions to the parliamentary debate by the member for 
Nedlands; they are well thought through.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Did I hear the member for Cottesloe interject? 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Yes.  Corruption in cabinet; too right! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Corruption in cabinet!  How does the member for Cottesloe reckon he would have 
fared with the Corruption and Crime Commission on his tail when he was a minister?  How does he reckon he 
would have fared?  I have a pretty good idea.  The former government never had a CCC, just like John Howard 
does not have a CCC.  He has sent his new Assistant Minister for Health and Ageing to investigate potential 
corruption by the minister he has just got rid of.  Imagine if the federal government had a CCC over there.  That 
government would be shredded. 

The former Premier and member for Fremantle, Carmen Lawrence, is free to make comment as she sees fit.  The 
member for Vasse may have forgotten, but I think he has asked a very similar question already.  The answer to 
this is: if there are issues that require investigating, we have a very powerful organisation that is quite capable, 
and demonstrably so, of doing just that - that is, investigating them - unlike the eight years that members 
opposite were in government and made every shonky deal in the book, every shonky deal that could possibly be 
imagined, and there was nobody or nothing to investigate it.  They would have been torn to shreds, and they 
know it, which is why they never had a CCC.  They never had a CCC because none of them would have 
survived it. 

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member was not a minister.  In relation to that part of the question that seeks that 
I reveal which minister advocated which project within cabinet, pity help those opposite if they ever get into 
government, if that is their attitude.  They have missed the entire point of what has been under investigation by 
the CCC about cabinet confidentiality, why it is important and why it should not be breached, and why that 
question is completely and utterly born of ignorance. 
 


